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Secrets ofthe Lonely
ChrisKosterand the Lonely
Kharm a M usic
2005

Two yearsin the m aking issuggested by Kingston singersongwriterChrisKosterforarranging hisfirstfulllength album  Secrets
ofthe Lonely.Ittook thatlong to release so with respectIwilltake the tim e too by exploring everysong in thisreview.Secretsof
the Lonelyiswellworth the waitform usicfans as thisinauguralalbum  isloaded with fifteen greattracks foroveran hourof
listening enjoym ent.

ChrisKosterand the LonelyisChrisKoster(vocals,keyboards,guitars),Joe Carscallen (guitar,piano,vocals),CheriRose 
(guitar,vocals),Colin Blam ire (Drum s),and ScotM ulligan (Bass,vocals).

The album  opens with m y personalfavourite "Cam ouflage" a keyboard/percussion driven uptem po-ballad.The song isa bitdark
buteasilypenetrates yoursenses with passionate vocalsand intense lyrics.

"Catastrophizing" isa toe tapping battle cryfrom  Kosterwho as always iswonderfullysupported by hisband the Lonely.Tim e 
aftertim e they deliversuperiorguitars,m em orable violin,distinguished bass,and prom inentdrum s.

The firstsingle from  the album  "IfU See M e (W hen I'm Like This)"which was released to selected radio stations m onths priorto
the April2005 album  release.Superb lead vocalsand harm onies as Ican'thelp buthearing shades ofthe late greatGeorge
Harrison in thissong.

"W artim e Rom ance" lyricsinclude "...Love'sso close u can sm ellit'sfur,u bettergo and pack fora long winter...".The rhythm
and pace ofthisselection isrem iniscentofearlyU2 from  theirW aralbum  to getthe idealofwhatvibe I'm feeling in this
spectacularsong.

W ithoutknowing ChrisKoster'sbirthdate Im ay suggesthe'san Aquarian as perfectionism  can be found in "The Alarm ist(Don't
W orry)".Harm onies,strings,and the beatare alltogetherin thistightlyproduced song.

ChrisKosterism ore than a songwriter,he'sa storytellerproven in "Love In The W estern W orld" which startswith a greatgolden
age ofradio sam pling line.Thissong isarranged with a lotofheartand powerfulvocals.Lyricsinclude "...She'squite
unassuring,butnotforlong..."so you can onlyim age the intensityofthe song.Kosterand Joe Carscallen share writing duties.

"Sufferville" isnotonlya song buta place where we have allpassed through orforsom e ofus a place we stay and never
checkout.It'sfilled with pain and heartache.Kosterreallygoes outon a lim b with thisim pressive song showing what'sgoing on in
hishead and whathe sees,through oureyes.

Outstanding piano playing in "Honestly".It'sa beautifulballad.Close youreyes and enjoy the ride ChrisKosterand the Lonely
take you on.

Prince's"W hen U W ere M ine" ispurelysensationalwith greatbacking vocalsand harm onies.The lyricsgrab yourattention as 
overallthisselection isvery,veryaddictive.Ifyou everwritten a diaryorjournalthissong isdefinatelythe soundtrack forit.

The title track "Secretsofthe Lonely" isanotherpersonalfavourite ofm ine thatthe band often close theirlive shows with.W hata

http://www.partyinkingston.com/music/reviews-chriskosterandthelonely.html  (1 of 2)22/05/2007 1:14:00 PM



partyinkingston.com / music / reviews / chris koster and the lonely

greatsong and fitting forthe band.Notsure who cam e first:ChrisKosterand the Lonelyorthe song Secretsofthe Lonely.You'll
have to ask Koster,afterall"...yoursecret'ssafe with m e...".

ChrisKosterand Joe Carscallen again share writing duties on "Brothers,Sisters,Enem ies".W e know who they are butifyou're
notexactlysure tune into thisbrilliantsong.It'sa com m anding song ofheartache from  ChrisKosterand the Lonely;Ihearso 
m any m ixed m essages in thissong perhaps Ineed to re-open m y eyes and em brace the truth thatisaround each and everyone
ofus.

Anotherwinnerfrom  ChrisKosteris"In ThisLife".Ilove the backing vocalsthatoccassionalpunctuate the lyrics,alm ostlike a
m usicalexclam ation point.

W ith m usicaldepth and haunting lyrics"SincerityBlues" isa m ore than a song."...The talentisgetting restless.How do you tell
who willfollow through?...".It'sdarkyetthe vocalsbreathes reassuring life into it'sm essage.

The ballad "M aryAnn" isa beautifulpiece ofwork.The lyricsare consum ing.It'sm ysterious and veryfam iliarallrolled into one.
The m ixing and m astering isquite seductive to the earas Kosteruses the fullspectrum  ofthe studio'senvironm ent.

"IDon'tCare (Anym ore)"Kosterdrops hisvocalsan octave ortwo sounding a whole lotlike legendaryRobbie Robinson orearly
PhilCollins fronting Genesis.W e are indulged by stirring im ages created by striking lyricsand am azing studio m ixing.This
closing song on Secretsofthe Lonelyproves ChrisKosterisnota one trickpony;thiscould even be Chris'signature ofwhatwe
can expectin nextalbum .

Linernotes,lyrics,and oustanding album  artare whatyou can expectand enjoy.Recorded atThe Bathouse,Rum ble Cove 
Studios,Hom eworkStudios,and even ChrisKoster'shom e the dynam icm astering ofthisalbum  isa treatforallm usicfans.
Highlyrecom m ended.
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